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Introduction to Research and Primary Sources Project 
 

As we continue our new units that focus on non-fiction in reader’s workshop and the U.S. Constitution in 

social studies, the students have begun to explore primary sources.   

 

Primary sources provide first-hand evidence about a topic under investigation. Witnesses or 

recorders who experienced an event create primary sources. Often these sources are created at the 

time when the events are occurring, but primary sources can also include autobiographies, memoirs, 

and oral histories recorded later. 

 

Step 1-Select a Primary Source: 
• This week, with the help of a family member or an adult who is close to you, look through the 

souvenirs of your life that have been saved as you have grown.  

o Some suggestions include a photograph, a letter, a diary, a newspaper clipping, a birth 

certificate (a copy of course), or a report card.  

o Select one item that you are willing to share with your classmates and teacher, and bring it 

to class.  Your source will be brought home after presenting it. 

 

Step 2-Present Your Source to the Class: 
• Using 4 note cards to record your information, present the following answers to the class.  Each 

question should have its own note card. 

1. What type of primary source or document is this? 

2. What is the date of the primary source? 

3. Who created the primary source? 

4. How does the primary source relate to you?  

• You will discuss your source with the class and answer questions your classmates will have. 

• Be sure to practice your presentation at home! 

 

Step 3-Answer the following questions below using RAISE: 
(Hint:  Use the included RAISE graphic organizers to help write down your thoughts). 

Your answers may be written on the included lined paper or typed.   

1. Why was this source created? 

2. Why was this saved for so long?   

3. What was the goal in saving it? 
 

 


